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to a state of absolute infidelity. The system (if it
deserve the name,) of these men is grossly irrational.
Hearing many who assert, and many who deny, the
truth of Christianity, and not reflecting seriously
enough to consider that it must be either true or
false, they take up a strange sort of middle opinion
of its qualified truth. They conceive that there
must be something in it, though by no means to the
extent to which it is pushed by orthodox Christians.
They grant the reality of future punishment, and
even that they themselves, if grossly immoral, can-
not altogether expect to escape it: yet, "• they trust
it will not go so hard with them as the churchmen
state :" and, though disbelieving almost every ma-
terial doctrine which Christianity contains, they by
no means conceive themselves to be enlisted under
the banners of infidelity, or to have much cause for
apprehension respecting the final issue of their doubts.
But let these men be reminded, that there is no
middle way. If they can be prevailed on to look
into their Bible, and do not make up their minds ab-
solutely to reject its authority, they must admit, that
there is no ground whatever for this vain hope, which
they suffer themselves to indulge, of escaping but
with a slight measure of punishment. Nor let them
think their guilt inconsiderable. Is it not grossly
criminal to trifle with the long-suffering of Grod, to
despise alike his invitations and his threatenings, and
the offer of his Spirit, and the precious blood of the
Redeemer ? Sure we are that this is the Scripture
estimate of their conduct: " How shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salvation T " It shall be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of
judgment," than for them, who voluntarily shut their
eyes against that full light, which the bounty of
Heaven has poured out upon them* These half-un-
believers are even more reprehensible than downright

